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The Covid-19 pandemic triggered an era of radical digital transformations for 
worldwide economies and societies. However, it remains unclear the extent to 
which digital technologies have supported Social Innovation (SI) models in rural 
Europe in delivering their on-the-ground objectives to improve the well-being of local 
communities. iDEAL fills this gap by developing and delivering a survey to European 
rural SI initiatives to explore the uptake of digital tools during the pandemic and their 
impacts on the SI’s activities and outcomes. The results will serve to identify whether 
this digital transformation can support or rather hinder the works of social innovators 
in reconfiguring local networks, attitudes, and governance arrangements to promote 
new ecological, social, or institutional practices. 
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