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Abstract

Peak human population (~10.5 bn) is expected
within 50 years, before declining to ~10.3 bn by
2100. Most of the increase will occur in Africa
whilst populations in many developed nations are
already decreasing.

Our project will explore changes in where people
live, how they will impact the environment
(especially freshwater) and how to respond to the
global challenges of both increasing and shrinking
populations.

Since approximately two thirds of the world’s
population live in regions that experience severe
water stress and >2 bn lack access to safe
drinking water, we will explore water resources to
equip early-career researchers with the
collaborative, cross-disciplinary skills to solve
challenges relating to emerging contaminants,
freshwater systems, sanitation, water supply and
governance.
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